[Sclerosing mesenteritis].
The Sclerosing Mesenteritis is a rare idiopathic disease. It represents the final stadium of progression of the chronic inflammatory illnesses of the intestinal mesentery, with predominance of fibrosis. The clinical manifestations are varied and unspecific. Diagnosis, that demands high degree of suspicion, can be presumed for imaging study, that discloses heterogeneous mass with tumor-like appearance, and confirmed on the basis of anatomo-pathological examination. The treatment is empirical and the prognostic is habitually favourable, over all in initial stadiums of the illness, being in a minority fatal. The authors describe the clinical case of a 50 years-old woman, admitted in the hospital for abdominal pain, ascitis and fever and that by radiological suspicion of peritoneal carcinomatosis and negative complementary study for primitive neoplasm, was submitted to an exploring laparotomy. Observed accented thickening of the mesentery that formed an extensive adherent conglomerate of bowel loops, whose biopsy had disclosed to be a sclerosing mesenteritis. Was verified an irrelevant answer to the treatment and an unfavourable, lethal, clinical course. The authors provide a literature review concerning the most relevant aspects of this disease.